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CINEMANIA!  (SOUTHEAST 
MICHIGAN) is a monthly 
publication produced in 
Washtenaw County by MAFU 
GANG, a group of local citizens 
concerned about the future of 
cinema in the region. To share 
events, express concerns, or offer 
money/cannabis, reach out via 
email: hi@cinemania.website.
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ON THE COVER: collage of stills 
from Lady Beware (1987), directed 
by Mafu Gang favorite Karen 
Arthur and starring Diane Lane. 

FOMO is a necessary side effect of 
the fairly comprehensive listings. 
There are more interesting screenings 
than any one person can attend. 
It’s important to pace yourself and 
cultivate a spirit of joy in the fact that 
this activity is happening even if you 
can’t make it to something. Part of 
the reason for the print gazette is to 
document the activity and show that 
stuff is going on for posterity.

A couple of my friends have a website 
called michiganhappenings.org 
that focuses more on live music, 
but includes a wide variety of 
events happening in Michigan. It is 
a great resource and an inspiration 
for making CINEMANIA! so that 
cinematic events have a dedicated 
showcase.

Ideally, we would have a repertory 
cinema in Ypsilanti showing all kinds 
of classic movies all the time. I think 
this would be a great amenity for the 
city. That goal is in the back of my 
mind as we stumble along getting the 
gazettes out into the world.

Going to see movies on the big 
screen is awesome. The streaming 
services are doing a bad job of 
offering the best that cinema has 
to offer. A grassroots effort to have 
better movies screened is necessary 
to reclaim our cinematic heritage. I 
hope that we can reinvigorate our 
cinematic community and regain 
some of the splendor of the rich 
cinematic opportunities of the past in 
our community.

Welcome to issue four of CINEMANIA! 
Everything is different from the first 
three issues but it works pretty much 
the same way as before. Listings are 
for special screenings happening one 
to three times. July was a little short 
on screenings, so we decided to just 
do a July/August issue to try out the 
new format and because we are doing 
other stuff this summer. 

The listings are also now available 
at cinemania.website on the 
world wide web. The web version is 
intended to be a complement to the 
print edition, which we intend to 
continue. For your convenience, the 
site updates every day to show you 
the upcoming events only. It also has 
links to buy tickets in most cases.

Distribution has been the hardest 
part of the operation, and the 
unfolded broadside is a bit difficult to 
find space to display. Hopefully this 
new format will help with that and we 
will be able to get it into more places. 
The longer shelf life for this special 
summer issue will allow it more time 
to be found.

Our intention in making the gazette 
is to solidify the local cinephile 
community and get the word out 
about interesting film screenings so 
that they are successful and more 
cool screenings happen. There is 
some momentum building with the 
various film groups doing things 
independently of each other and we 
hope to connect them into a central 
source for cinephiles.

A Note From the Editor
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